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Chairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s Corner 
 
Good morning Pickle friends, 
 
House guests this week has limited my playing time, but we did bring them on the courts on Tuesday and we made 
some converts.  We’re sending pickleball to South Dakota!   
As you know, this week our new block time schedule begins.  You can go to the calendar at: 
 keoweekeypickleball.org/calendar.htm  to find the times for planning purposes.  You will see that there is more time 
for personal reservations and many block times have been shortened or eliminated.  As I mentioned in my heads-up 
letter, just because your block time has changed doesn’t mean that you have to quit playing.  If the courts are not 
reserved, play on. 
On a safety note, George sends out court reports on days when rain may have caused the courts to close.  This is 
very important information and could save you a trip to the courts.  If you are not getting the reports, send your email 
address to George at:  gesqueda@keowee-key.com to get on the list.  If you get to the courts and they are dry but 
are marked closed, please go to the FRC and let someone know that the signs need to changed. 
As you will see in this update, there is a lot going on in the Pickleball world at Keowee Key.  Socials, competitions, 
opportunities for instruction and just having fun playing the game make it a wonderful time to be in the club. 
After some comments from players at various skill levels, I have some proposals for social play block times.  During 
social play, we designate 2 courts for B-/C players and 2 courts for A/B+ players.  A/B+ on courts 1 & 2 and B-/C on 
courts 3 & 4.  Stack paddles on the pavilion side of the fence for both sides.  If one side isn’t full, the other side should 
fill in.  This seems like a great idea and everyone gets to play with people at or near their ability level.  Obviously, the 
numbers don’t always work out and you may find yourself “out of your league.”  If you are an A player, be nice, and 
don’t play your “hard” game with a group of folks newer to the game.  If you are a C or B- playing with a competitive 
group, understand that you may be slowing them down.  I ask everyone to just be sensitive to the situation and do 
your best to keep it fun for everyone. 
 

Social SceneSocial SceneSocial SceneSocial Scene 
 
Remember that our next PB&B is this coming Friday, September 11 from 6 PM until….well, who 
knows?  Come join your pickleball friends for sociaizing and play time at our ‘End of Summer Heatwave’ pot luck 
and PB&B.  The Pickleball Club will be providing a pony keg of beer for this event.  If you prefer another beverage, 
you can also BYO.  We would like everyone to bring an appetizer, main dish, side dish or dessert to share with others 
and recommend the following based on the first letter of your last name: 
 
A-D:  appetizer 
E-K:  main dish 
L-R: side dish or salad 
S-Z: dessert 
 



Plates, utensils and napkins and MUSIC will be provided. Hope to see you there. 
 
Also mark your calendars for a PB&B on Friday, October 23, the first day of the 2015 Keowee Key 
Pickleball Classic (for more information about the Classic Tournament, see below).  This PB&B will be open to the 
entire Keowee Key community as well as tournament participants from other clubs who want to stay, socialize and 
have some friendly games after a day of competition.  Beer will be provided.  As usual, please BYOB if you’d prefer 
something other than beer.  For those interested, a BBQ dinner will be available for purchase at $10/plate.  This can 
be charged to your member account.  We hope you can attend this event.  It’s a great opportunity to get out with 
fellow pickleballers and meet players from other communities. 
 
Dee (Helvik),  John (Howell), Ann (Savoca), Bob (Skaluba) and Lee (Urove) 
 

Interclub Events and CompetitionInterclub Events and CompetitionInterclub Events and CompetitionInterclub Events and Competition 
 
Keowee Key Pickleball Classic 
As mentioned in last week’s blast, the 2015 Keowee Key Pickleball Classic scheduled for October 23-24 has filled up. 
There are 4 players from the Franklin area, 6 players from Greenville, 8 players from Stillwater, 10 players from the 
Reserve, 18 players from Chickasaw Point, and 23 players from Keowee Key.  On Friday morning, the women's 
Intermediate play will start at 9:00 followed by the women's advanced.  On Friday afternoon, the men's Intermediate 
team will play starting around 12:30 followed by the men's advanced.  On Saturday, the mixed doubles teams will 
play starting at 9:00 intermediate and then advanced..   
We are still looking for volunteers to help with food, scoring, and coordinating the referees for each event.  Also, if you 
know of any businesses around town that would like to donate a prize to the tournament raffle, please contact Karen 
Daniels at 850.621.3394 or danielsk3394@gmail.com.  All volunteers will get raffle tickets for a chance to win one of 
the over dozen raffle prizes currently available.   
  
Keowee Key Pickleball Pro Invitational 
Mark your calendars for a spectacular display of pickleball!  On Sunday, September 20, George Esqueda is putting 
on a tournament comprised of pro pickleball and pro tennis players.  In addition to the local pro tennis players, we are 
lucky that the Elliott pickleball family from the Villages, Florida have agreed to attend.  The family consists of Robert, 
a 5.0 player, Jodi, a 5.0 player, their son Josh at 4.5 player, and their daughter, Rachel (who is 13) a 4.0 player. For 
further detail about the tournament, please read the website posting using the following link: 2015 Pro Invitational 
Pickleball Tournament.  In addition to playing in the Sunday tournament, the Elliots will host two Pickleball Clinics on 
Saturday, September 19.  Each will accommodate 16 players and cost $20 for 1.5 hours.  Clinic participants will be 
on courts with players of similar skill level and assigned to either the morning (10:00 – 11:30 AM) or the afternoon 
session (12 – 1:30 PM).  The Pickleball Club has paid for twenty chairs inside the courts; you can observe the 
sessions inside the court if you are a club member.  This will be on a first come- first serve basis.  You can also 
observe the sessions from outside the courts, but please bring your own chairs. We are told that observing is 
extremely popular and that you can learn much from just watching and listening!  There are only a couple of clinic 
openings left so please contact Jon Goyert at 850.621.3395 or goyertj@gmail.com asap.    
We watched this family play men’s, women’s, and mixed doubles and WOW!  You cannot believe the shots they get 
and the number of shots in a volley.  They are extremely gracious people, great instructors, and are all about good 
sportsmanship, so please plan to attend if possible.  Here is a link about the family: 
http://blog.pickleballcentral.com/2015/02/24/meet-the-pickleball-pros-the-elliott-family/ 
They have a number of videos, so go online and check them out. 
 
Karen (Daniels) and Jon (Goyert) 
 

Player DevelopmentPlayer DevelopmentPlayer DevelopmentPlayer Development 
 
Feedback from the participants of the  September 2nd Player Development session was that it was the “best session 
yet!”  A very challenging Dinks station was followed by a lively “Strategies” station that featured a challenging lob 
serve...a lob return of serve... play out the point net play.  The Ball Machine delivered a constant barrage of balls for 
practice/improvement of ground strokes and volleys (The Wall),   The fourth station addressed Lobs and Drop shots, 
integrating “get to the net” play.  Improvements in the participants’ skills were clear. 
Special thanks to Facilitators Karen Daniels, Ann Savoca, Pat Morgan, Jon Goyert and Richard Webster. 



Be on the lookout for the invitation to sign-up for our next session September 16th.  Please let me know if you have 
special things that you would like Player Development to address. 
See you on the Courts… 

 
John Walker 
 

 
Click here to view calendar for pickleball block times and special events.  We encourage you to create your own 

schedule by going to the reservations column and reserving a court(s) up to 72 hours in advance when available.  


