
KEOWEE KEY PICKLEBALL CLUB UPDATE 

 

President’s Corner 
 
I know you are shocked to receive the Blast early!  I have a lot of information to share and Jon and I will 
be traveling for the next 3 weeks.   

 
First, I would like to welcome 5 new members:  Ron Croft, Eva and Chuck Gouge, Karen Pfaff, and Susan 
Taylor.  This brings our membership up to 194 as of the beginning of August. 

 
As you have probably heard, Keowee Key’s 45th anniversary is this year.  We have an exciting event 
planned for all our pickleball players.  The KKPOA Board has asked our pros, Ward and Brad, to come up 
with both a pickleball and a tennis event.  We will be having a fun pickleball tournament on September 
13 from 5-7 p.m.  Please read the two attached flyers for more information on what kind of tournament 
it will be and the rules.  You need to sign up in the FRC, if you are interested.   I hope to see everyone 
there, if not to play, but to watch.  It should be entertaining.  Please note that the Ladies Block time is 
cancelled for that evening as we will be using all 4 courts. 

 
Our next social event is a Pickleball and Beyond (PB&B) on August 25 (see Social Scene below) and it 
starts at 6:00 p.m.  As part of this event, Sandy Alford, with Rescue 22 will be  giving a training at 7:30 
p.m. at our Pavilion on how to use the AED that is located at the Pavilion.  The training is short and it is 
free to all.  If you weren’t planning to come to the social, but want to get the training, just show up by 
7:30.  In addition, we have scheduled a more formal training for Wednesday September  6th from 9 to 
10:30 am that will cover use of the AED and CPR.   If anyone is  interested, the class is limited to 8 people 
and there is a $10 fee. Contact Jean MacGuffie at jeanmacguffie@gmail.com if you would like to attend. 
You must sign up by August 23rd. 

 
At our last Club board meeting, we heard from one of our new members that their former club had nets 
between courts to help with the “Ball on Court” problem.  We will be testing some portable nets to see 
how we like them, if they are too confining, and if they help significantly with errant balls.  If our 
membership thinks this is a good idea, we will look at placing more permanent nets between courts 3 
and 4 and 1 and 2.  If you play while they are up, please give John Walker some feedback on their use. 

 
I have gotten a lot of feedback regarding block times.  Thank you “B and above” players for going to B 
block time.  However, we didn’t have sufficient courts to handle everyone.  Our Club Board and the 
Pickleball Committee are reviewing the block times in hopes of better meeting your needs.  In addition 
to the long wait times, the other issue we need to address is that other pickleball players who don’t 
want to play during block time, but want to reserve the courts need to be able to do so during the 
premium times (early morning).  We are hoping to find a solution where these players will have 3-4 days 
available to them where they can reserve a court during the morning hours.  I will let you know what the 
Pickleball Committee decides once they have met and voted on it.   

 
I would like to remind everyone of some pickleball etiquette.  This is important to the players on the 
court and can affect your safety.  First, when a ball leaves your court and heads to the adjacent court, 
loudly call out, “Ball on court” or something similar.  And, if you hear someone call out, stop play 
immediately.  This is an injury preventative.   
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Also, if  you are heading to courts 2 or 4, assemble your entire group outside the gate, wait until play has 
stopped on the court you are passing through or around, and then proceed quickly (RUN) to your 
court.   Also, please close the gate to prevent balls from escaping.   A similar routine should be followed 
when exiting courts 2 and 4. 

 
As a reminder, the userid and password have changed for the members only portion of the pickleball 
website.  To get to the site, you can go to the Keowee Key login/fun/pickleball and then some of the 
menus will say Members Only. If you access those areas, the userid is kkpickle and the password is 
picklemember.   

 
Karen (Daniels) 

 
Social Scene  
 
DON’T FORGET,   August 25 (6:00-9:00 pm), We are having our End of Summer Potluck. Hope to see you 
at this FUN Pickleball and Beyond (PB&B). As always we will supply the beer (if you prefer another 
beverage BYO). Whatever letter your last name begins with please bring the designated type of dish to 
share : 
A-D bring a side dish or appetizer 
E-P bring a main dish 
Q-Z bring a dessert 
Come join us for good food, cold beer and of course pickleball. 

 
LAST LADIES SOCIAL OF THE YEAR… 
On September 27 at 5 PM. Wear your favorite school colors and BE TRUE TO YOUR SCHOOL. We will 
provide a submarine sandwich for all, please bring chips or something sweet to share. As always, 
BYOB...we look forward to seeing you there. GO TEAM! 

 
The Pickleball Club now has its own sound system for our many social and tournament events. Many 
thanks to Ann and Sam Savoca who have graciously and tirelessly provided their equipment for the 
pickleball community to use. THANKS Ann and Sam! 

 
Leslie and John (Walker) 

 

Player Development 
 
This week’s Self-Directed Player Development session saw another great turnout.  We had three plus 
courts full (thank you to those who had a court reserved for relinquishing). Stations were: Ball Machine - 
various strokes; stroke sequence during play; Serve/Return of Serve. 

Next Wednesday’s Facilitator led Player Development session - 8/16 from 9:00 - 11:00 will include 
Serves; Return of Serve; Ground Strokes; Drop Shots; Dinks; Volleys; Lobs; Play Strategies.  Please sign-
up at jswalker5233d@gmail.com to help us organize groupings in advance. 

Reminder: The EngagePickleball Demo paddles are available.. If you haven’t found the opportunity to 
try these, please contact me directly at jswalker5233d@gmail.com or 919-270-6468...we’ll 
accommodate.   
NOTE:  For a 15% discount: 
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·    Go to EngagePickleball.com 

·    Go to the “Paddles” menu 

·    Select the Paddle you want to purchase 

·    Add to Cart 

·    Click on “Checkout” 

·    In the Discount box insert “Keowee” and then click “Apply” 

·    You’ll see the discount immediately. 

 
John (Walker) 

Competition 

 4th Annual Keowee Key Classic Pickleball-  October 13th and 14th 

 
Just a friendly reminder the Registration Deadline is September 16th and you need to get your 
registration, waiver, and checks in if you want to play as it is filling up fast.   

For this event, we invite participants from about 7 nearby clubs to play.  You will need a partner to play 
with for every match in each event (men’s, women’s, mixed doubles).  If you don’t have a partner, go 
ahead and sign up and we will try to find one for you, perhaps from another club.  If we don’t find 
someone, you will get a full refund.   We would enjoy having you join us for this fun and exciting event 
this year.   Attached is the signup form and below is some pertinent information. 

 Tournament dates: Friday, October 13th and Saturday 14th 
 Rain Date – Sunday, October 15th 
 Intermediate (3.0) Level competition and Advanced (3.5 and above) Level competition 
 Men’s, women’s and mixed doubles 
 A two-day, non-sanctioned, round robin tournament 
 Competition limited to the first 12 teams per level (Advanced and Intermediate) to sign up 
 All competitors must be 50 years of age or older on day of tournament 
 Women’s Doubles and Men’s Doubles on Friday – Mixed Doubles on Saturday 
 Sign-in begins at 8 am. Tournament begins promptly at 9 am 
 Water, snacks and lunch provided for all competitors 
 Each competitor receives a T-shirt 
 Top 2 teams in each category receive awards 

 
Questions (or need a partner) Contact:  (JJ) Jim Jacobs 248-514-1102 or email jrjjisland@gmail.com 

JJ (Jim Jacobs) 
Click here to view calendar for pickleball block times and special events. We encourage you to create your own 
schedule by going to the reservations column and reserving a court(s) up to 72 hours in advance when 
available. 

 
08 10 2017 
 

http://keoweekeypickleball.org/calendar.htm

